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This paper describes and 1nterprets observatlons of

Chinese children madé by an American early childhood educator durlng
a 3-week visit to the-Pegople's Républic of China in 1925. It vas
observed' that Chinese infants dispalyed no anxiety when approached by
strangers. Toddlers evidenced none of the rebelliousness associated
with American children of the same age, even when expected to share
toys ot 51t in chairs for 1long perxods of time.' Caretakers gave these
children consistent, affectionate physical stimulation. Imn ,jthé .
primary schools (for children aged 7-12), large group lessons and 4
recitation as well as out of class tutoring for slow learners-,

. appeared to be planned so. as. to preclude failure by any cghild. School
children were found to be frlendly, bright, and spontaneous, but

. conforming. Thejr conformity is attributed to careful. management of

aggression in the schools and soc1ety. It is concluded that (1) some \\
develdpmental lapdmarks which Americans accept.as universal are
actually culture4dound, and (2)’ the control of competltlbn,

aggréssion and violence within a soc1ety does -not necegsarily
elininate. such qualltles as liveliness, initiative and self reliance,
but it does appear.to requlre the sacrificing of *ndlviduallty.

(CH) .

.
'

B ° .
’ Wt
***********************************************************************

, Documents agquired by ERIC include many ifnformal unpubliphed L x
matena not available from other sources. ERIC makes everys effoi‘S *

*
*
* to optaln the béest copy available. Nevertheless,.items of marginal

* reproducibi lity are often encountered and this affects the quality 7

* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
X

%k

*

*

via the ERIC Document Reproduction- Service (EDRS)« EDRS is not . *
respon51ble for the guality of the original document. Reproductions *

supplied,by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original., * -
*********************************#*******************&****************

° o, " . . . ¢ N\




Sl
us. osnamé.}c;osnuu; o ' - . . \/,
et S 2
. EOUCATION .- . o - -

N e Show . EARLY CHILDHOOD REARING PRACTICES IN THE

THEPERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN R . .

ATLNGIT pomrsorvnewonomg:fmgs: ' ¢ ' L F c . A

SIaTED 0O NOTNECESARLY RERE . PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHIN

_EDUCATION POSITION OR POLIEY . . . .0 ‘

PN / 9._b.y

‘ v Lt Frances Kemper- Alston b

TN ’ " ‘ . e
S ] I (We) visited the People s Repuhlic of China in January,

‘ :'1\'} 1975 as part of a delegation of twenty e%rly childhood educators.
5‘. '+ The del@gation included teachers of young children, teachers of &
L teachers, directors of early childhood facilities, city and federal

- ‘li¢ensing and funding consultants, and an author of children's
books "T"he age range of the group was forty frears 1t 1nc1uded‘
v males ‘and females, Blacks vwhites and Puerto Ricans, coming from a
@ r , o .
o varietyo of political persuasions, .:ome fervent some ca.sua.l. ,'.,
S We _visited_f_iye'citifes in China: Pekiq'g, Tientsin, Nahking,
. Soochow_and Shanghai, and spent two.days on agricultural coghmune's «
4 in yural ‘areas. T T R - < ‘
~ . Q . .
. In the course of our almost three weeks we visited: !
: L . 4 Primary Schools -
; e 6 Kindergarténs ' :
Rl R : 6 Nurseries .
-*T;:T . : 3 Middle (or Hjgh) Schools
R ' = An After-Schooi Program ’
A S " A Children's Palace (an after-School prpgram
- ‘_\,A " for the Little Red Soldiers) @ -
Fed : A Deaf-mute Sc! ‘ool
P ¢ A Performance which included dancing, singing,
P : and -a concert with solo per'?ormances by the
RTEN ’ _ Little Red Soldiers . . PN
S ’ 2 .Children's Hospitals ‘ .
- . 1 Maternity and Infant' Care Hospital
f"’_‘g; . 1 Tea.cher Txaining School .
&7, . ! ~ e
’~.~.-" - Ve participated in two sgminars with Chinese ed’xca.i ors and met
with the, Women S Federation of '1anghai. — ’
o - . ;" N ¢




In addition we visited: .
7 o "72 Agricultural Communes.
4 Factories.
The Air-raid shelter of Peking vhich is a huge
underground city
) Museums - scme featuring liviig human’ exhibits
- . An industrial exhibition ‘
The Shanghai ‘docks
Tha Yangtse River Bridge * ‘ N
‘ , . The Ming Tombs ; ‘ )
. ’ The Forbidden, City .
. ' - Tiger Hill and the‘Summer Palace
. o . The Mausoleum of Dr. Sun'Yat Sen
o _ . ' ~ and ‘the Gaeat Wall of China ’

. We attended the opera, a movie and a performance ot Chinese
+ - - .
acrobats. X LT ’ N
B [

. .our stay in Peking was a day shorter than originally planned.‘

Three cities and tWo weeks later we learned that the reason for our

-3

& : departure was the convening of the Fourth National People s Congressg
This was thesfirst news wé heard of thé Cofigress, as it was_ for the

Chinese who immediately set off firecrackers, struck up the bands

b Y - 3

and began celebrating in the streets. : >

8

During eur visit to China three guides lived and tiavelled with

_us. In addition to these, “three or four local guﬁdes joined us in

@

each city as well as a small number of - students £rom the local uni-

s N * L
- " -

versity who were stydying English

We spent our day travelling from one site to another in :an

elegant blue and white hds with antimaccassars and curtains with,
tassels, At each-site we were received fornally,,conducted to a

° ’

, reception room where we were served tea and cigarettes and given a

- ‘

":.wihr%efing by the chairman of the revolutionary connittee and members ‘
N . i L, , . R . R |

of his staff., We then toured the facility with--Gur interpreters and |
A . |

N
.

5
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L finaliy returned to the recéption room for a disqussion (and more

tea and cigarettes) Members from_all levels of the staff ‘sat in .

“on these discussions, as well as, children in the schools.who

st v

answexed our questions about their studies and activities.,

.« -

It is the children of China who are its best ambassadors.

They are friendly, bright, spontaneous, and eager to take,.the hand®

of the foreigneru and show them around their schools and talk to '

them about their after: school activixies. They also have 'all .the.

3 ansuers to the foreigners questions, at least all that. we were.
. . N Y
,able to devise. One friend of mine sa1d.she-fe1t that she ‘was

being seduced by "the innocent. c -

1t’ is the children that I would like to discuss with you. we

-

saw se/¢ral thousand in our few weeks in China and if they were

o5 \
specially selected (as has been suggésted to‘me)_then China.has a

e - . / .

~cast of -thousands to oraw upon.

. - A
‘I will tell you -some of my observations'ﬁﬁa‘then askuyou,toi,«

» . ‘ speculate with\me about the meaning of these. observations. First'
- B . wegsaw-many.lnfan s in nurseries (from the age of 56 dayﬂ old) in
. homes and on the street¢ in shops and in musetms. A+ no time did

. e

we see any evidence of stranger anxiety. We walked info rooms’ - f

ten t, fifteen infants between six months and a year o]d They

loo red at us curiously, some reached out to touch, none chowed ary

o

distrcss at the qoproach of these bizarre looking Westc: nors. Even

.

in the hospicals the infants on the wards watched us aﬁnrow,n,

> camerias and flash-bulbs in hand and appeared altogcther unruf led.

A second obserQation: we saw no ev1dence of rcs tihance, rcfuqal -
. ’ . \‘ 4 . )
or rehellious behavior in any‘of_yhe toadlers. We saw plgypens

’

Q ' . ’ Ce ag i

it

*
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with eight to ten toddlers sharing one rubber squeeze toy, no v

pushing, no grabbing, no tears. ’In one nursery the twelve to eigh~

-

_ teen month olds were sitting'in a semi-circle in small chairs.

There was a duck which when pulled by a strihg quaqked asfit rolled

\ .

across the floor. Each toddler got up in turn, made a couple of
~

tours witih the duck and sat down,,serenely relinquishing the toy

to the next teddler in the group. The caretakers (or nursemaids

a .

j. as-they.are called in translation).number about one to every four .

infants or toddlers. At no time did we see. a caretaker with empty

|

arnms. There is a great deal of handling, oﬁ physical stimulation, -

nuzzling, hugging, patting.” When =« toddler nedds rescue or assis-
tance, the caretakers are alert and a. toddler is snatched up, hugged,
loved and placed in w~safer, or preferred place. This is sometim‘s I

infg\chair where the toddler then gits r"for a long period of time.’

A - l\‘

ﬂlweinever‘saw'a toddler refuse; resist try to get up and go else-

—— .

where. The very few toys we saw in China seem to be supplemented -

~~‘._...,__ S .

by adults as playthings. Tﬁe“adultSHdosnot app%ar to be coercing ) i

—_—
or-controlling agents as the behavior of our.toddlerS'sometimes . '
) . \

e

indicates.

¢ .

‘A third-observation of young children in'Chinai up to the age

of six (the last year of kindergarten, primary school begins at age

75 all Chinese children have slits in the crotch of their many layers
of clothes. Since there is little or no heat in most bui dings

these children wear layexs of padded clothes, and every layer 1s.lﬂit ’
uns ewn in the crotch When they aré infants their hare bottoms ar

exposed wheneyer they’re he!d by caretakers. In thke criis, a pad of

folded cloth is placed under their bu*tocks in lieu of 'a diaper.

.

A . .
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Ihe‘toddlers squat wheneveﬁjthe;need arises,‘hhether it's the floor .

L3

y the ground, the sidewaik - the railway platfornm. Remembering tue

#

great value the Chinese have always~placed on "night soil" it is

understandablF that human excrement is not viewed with the same
distaste that it is in the West. ~And with 875 million people to

employ, many are assigned the task of sweeping up this precious -+

‘commodity and delivering it to the fields where it contributes to P
L

a better CYop., “In the kindergartens we also saw rows of chamber

pots but)apparently their uge is not enforcee: The children seem  « °

to learn by exanple. The younger ones are encouraged to copy.the.

folder kindergartners. <

‘And now some of my observations of older children. The" average

blassroom in ﬁrimary school has fifty children (the. ages range from’

.

seven %o twelve,years)f They sit quietly, hands‘folded in their

They respond to the teacher in unison, |,

\

Only when the teacher is corifident that the entire

laps or behind their baeks.
as_a nlass
ciass has learned the lesson does she call on individual children,
and then she asks six or. seven different children for the same

apsWe;§ responding{fo each with Hun How (very good) There is never

"a sense of only a -few of the group- hav1ngathe right ANSWEr .

‘The .

-,

. -

No one . 1S°put in a posin.

R L

g

assumption is ,always that everyone does.

“

$ -

tion of not knowing, of failing. Indeed, no child is ever held

back or 1epeats a year, according to the schbol adnin*str wtoxs we

-

[ oot 2
.

questionned

Perhaps the most astonishing thing I pbserved in these classrooma -

) _ :
was the absence of any inattentiaeness: I searched for a day-dream-

.
.

ing child, one who was looking out the window, or fiddling with his =~ &
) ~ .. B \ ) ’ B . oy ' *

. 8 . -
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pencil. In vain. Every child was relaxed, attentive, focussed_

on the lesson. We-werée told that slow children wWere helped by

their claSsmates‘and tutored by the retired people in their
neighborhood Who are responsible for the‘after~school activities

" . of those children who are.not Little Red Soldiers. These "veteran
WOrkexs" as they are called, organize homework help, sports and \
other aftersschool activities. There is no room for failure in :

>

© the Chinese educational system'

3

) What of. the adolescents? In urban areas most children attend
- two~years of Junior middle school (to age 15) then about fifty per-
cent finish middle school which is equivalent to our high school
(at about, 18 years\\ld) Chinese children begin in,kindergarten to
- spend some time each week on productive labor, some real contribu-
. tion to the nat10na1 production. ?he little ones paste "labels, f
attach,strlngs to tags, fold boxes. - As they-progress through‘

primary school the amount of‘prOductive labor is increased and .

A -4
-". they spend part of the year learning factorxy and farm production.

* By the time they reach middle school this amounts to more than

one-fifth of’their school activ1ty In addition to the tWO monthsr
&

a year that they spend actually farming or laboring in 4 factory,

— -w~~etheyuc6ntribufe to the self—reliance of their school, growing aIl

’ the vegetables the school population gan consume .Hoing‘all~the e

) repairs and ns'~construction required. . . ' .o
In the course of our visit we saw many talented, skilled younﬂ ’
S people and we asked, them at every opportunity if they wanted to
pursue their talents, their gifts, or thes?® skills as adults. We | .

were invariable told ‘with a polite smile, that they 3ntended to

‘serve the.people in whatever way Chairman Mao needed: In effect,
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) we saw no indioation of an adolescent 1dentity erisis. -

L]

I would like now to speculate with you about thesé obsérvatibnSz

o . .
L . .~ L

) Cleanly some of the behavior that we have come to accept as both .

ubiquitous and necessary to the developmeht of the individual Coe
appears to be absent in China Is this al/,part,of the des1gn to
create the new China? To what degree has the Chinese character

been altered in- the 26 years since L1beratlon? Or has early child

. caré changed very little and only the politically based educational

© system been altered to support the national goals? Many of us have~

3

tried early 1ntervention in child-rearing practice in a variety S

» 0

of parent education programs and emeiged with. the conviction that

child care practices are marveIlously resistant to change

'i .The total conformity wh}ch we observed in.primary and middle
t

school children cauld npt, be achieved w1thout the carefdl manage- ;:’
]

ment of aggiess1on (ox what we often call ,aggressive behavior) in
S
infancy ‘and very early childhood W1th the exception of the soc1a1

‘smile, I saw no evidence of Spitz' psychic organizers; no stranger

) anviety and no. negat1v1sm in the second year. Nor did I see any’

of “the behavior we associate with separation fronm the: mother and
the development of individuality And, 1f indeed Chlnese children

do 1nd1viduate 1t is in-a manner too subtle to be perc01v dby a

-

_»Nfoieignei bound by her own cultural eXpectations .

We were told thatuabout forty percent of Chinais,infan*s are

- ' . Lo .t
PN

cared for in nurseries and kindergartens, the rest are raised by .
- [N

. \ '
their grandparents. Do these home-reared children have a greater

sense of self than those"who experience group life from birth?
. ’ 8 M ' ® .,,. ) . » .

-

o
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“We were told:"no" by ‘the primary school Educators who said, thatw
' i
. naturally kindergarten chderen had more’ knowlédge but’ that home-

' Feared children also had their strengths These strengths ﬁere

' There are also “forms of Wu-Shu which involve speais, Samurai-type S

L3 . .

2 ,
< page-8"
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"~ A woxd about aggreSSive behavior. ‘Although we saw no intra-

A

group agressiveness in any Chinese children, we ‘saw chiﬂdren in’

~not elaborated,

[

.. )
after-school progiams perform Wu-Shu, the Chineqe veasion of the *

'~

martial arts. Wu—Shu has seve1a1 foxms some of it ié hand-to-hand

(or.foot) Tighting which makes karate look rather like tiddly—winks.

- e — rl.

SWOrds, long heavy ch?ins, anq perhaps, most. léthil .of all three -
metal bars connected with a few links which when swung at tne" '
opponent with both hands becomes a terrifying weapon Group—sanc-. .
tioned strPctured formal aggressive behavior certainly exists ‘
And'during the Cultural Revolution there were reports of vicious .1
fdghting, killing, nampant aggression against the elitists.

>+ Perhaps the cohesxveness of the Chinese’ spciety, the coopera-

tion between home ~school and. community, the shared goals and uni-

form means, the eradication of failure in any form in the schools :

S -

has succeeded in forming reliable group behavior under the leader- -
ship of Chairman Mao who directs all activities, even the homeliesﬁ
Freud believed that no group could function without a strong leader.

I suggest that Chairman Mao is both that leader and, in addition,

the mother ‘from whom the child never individuates Agnes Smedley

reports that *he young boys living with the Army said to her. the

Army (China) is both my nother and my "father. The enemies are out-

'

side thé group. They are ever-pxesent, declaimed in all‘the.chil~

‘ dren“s-performances: ;Confucius, Lin Piao, Liu Shag Chi, and the - 9

a8 s v




' . ini iative we value.\‘That these spirited qualities can exist in,'

) . pagée'd , T
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. —

\ Big-Nosed,Imperialst Running Dogs (as' the Russians and Americans

are.called). But aggression of any goxt within the group, if it )

~

4. ~ l

occurs, was never visible to us. S R .
¥ e “ .« e

. What then canm wé learn. from the, Chinese? Perhaps~that the‘

& on

aggress1veness with which we are familiar is not nessarin asso-

ciated with the livelineSS, Spontaneity, self—reliance and the

-
M’Q

the absence of¢competitiorn,: self=interest or violence.‘ {urther;
‘it may be that some of the develdpmental landmarks wé have come

. v S 7 4
to accept as universal ip human experience re more ‘culture bouJb

'~thanAwe realized That both stranger anxiety and ne ativiﬁm in.”

the second year are expressions ?f what our society considers ‘a

a

healthyjpistrust 7

L 4

-

Finally, it may be that the control or~vioienee=aﬁd—aggress

within a society can only be achieved by sacrificing indiViduality

and: the freedom ot pursue one 's own interests and potential, when

.

it would be at the expense of the general good.
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